
UNSW Statement to Students on Plagiarism 
Plagiarism is the presentation of the thoughts or work of another as one’s own.* 

Examples include:  
• direct duplication of the thoughts or work of another, including by copying work, or 

knowingly permitting it to be copied. This includes copying material, ideas or concepts 
from a book, article, report or other written document (whether published or 
unpublished), composition, artwork, design, drawing, circuitry, computer program or 
software, web site, Internet, other electronic resource, or another person’s assignment 
without appropriate acknowledgement 
• paraphrasing another person’s work with very minor changes keeping the meaning, 

form and/or progression of ideas of the original;  
• piecing together sections of the work of others into a new whole;  
• presenting an assessment item as independent work when it has been produced in 

whole or part in collusion with other people, for example, another student or a tutor; 
and,  

• claiming credit for a proportion a work contributed to a group assessment item that is 
greater than that actually contributed.†  

Submitting an assessment item that has already been submitted for academic credit 
elsewhere may also be considered plagiarism.  

The inclusion of the thoughts or work of another with attribution appropriate to the 
academic discipline does not amount to plagiarism.  

Students are reminded of their Rights and Responsibilities in respect of plagiarism, as set 
out in the University Undergraduate and Postgraduate Handbooks, and are encouraged to 
seek advice from academic staff whenever necessary to ensure they avoid plagiarism in all 
its forms.  

The Learning Centre website is the central University online resource for staff and student 
information on plagiarism and academic honesty. It can be located at:  

www.lc.unsw.edu.au/plagiarism 

The Learning Centre also provides substantial educational written materials, workshops, 
and tutorials to aid students, for example, in:  
• correct referencing practices;  
• paraphrasing, summarising, essay writing, and time management;  
• appropriate use of, and attribution for, a range of materials including text, images, 

formulae and concepts.  

Individual assistance is available on request from The Learning Centre.  

Students are also reminded that careful time management is an important part of study and 
one of the identified causes of plagiarism is poor time management. Students should allow 
sufficient time for research, drafting, and the proper referencing of sources in preparing all 
assessment items.  
* Based on that proposed to the University of Newcastle by the St James Ethics Centre. Used with kind 
permission from the University of Newcastle.  

† Adapted with kind permission from the University of Melbourne. 
 


