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Why Honours?  

•  Exposure to advanced coursework and research  
•  Preparation for postgraduate study 
•  Certification of excellence in Mathematics & Statistics 
•  A taste of cutting edge research, a glimpse of the edge of knowledge 

•  Develop valuable skills coveted by employers 
•  Research skills 
•  Technical writing and oral presentation skills 
•  Focus, perseverance, and creativity 



The Honours Year 

•  The Honours year...  
•  the final year of the Advanced Science/Advanced Mathematics degree 

•  comprises advanced coursework and a project. 

•  You enrol in MATH4001/4002 (Thesis A or B) plus 5 approved courses 
•  Project/Thesis:  18 Units of Credit 
•  Coursework:  30 Units of Credit (5 courses at 6 Units of Credit each) 

 
•  There is also a weekly honours seminar (pure and applied)  



Honours Year Project 

•  Independent study under the supervision of a member of staff 
•  40-60 page thesis  
•  25-50 minute oral presentation 

 
•  Potential honours projects and supervisors are on the Honours webpage, 

but you are responsible for finding a supervisor and project 
 

•  Talk to as many people as you can, as early as you can before choosing.  
This should be organized before you start your Honours year! 
 

•  Your thesis will describe your project work and place your work in context 
with current research;  any original project work is a bonus! 



Next steps... 

•  You do not need to enrol in a new program 
 

•  However, you need to consult with the relevant Honours Coordinator to 
discuss your subjects 
–  Pure: Catherine Greenhill (c.greenhill@unsw.edu.au) or 

 Daniel Chan (danielc@unsw.edu.au)  
–  Applied: Shane Keating (s.keating@unsw.edu.au) 
–  Statistics: Feng Chen (feng.chen@unsw.edu.au) 

 
•  You should also talk to potential supervisors as soon as possible!  
•  Start looking at courses offered next year 



Next steps 
•  Get familiar with “The Honours Year” section on the School website 

www.maths.unsw.edu.au/currentstudents/honours-mathematics-and-statistics  



Next steps 
•  Look at courses offered at AMSI summer school: ss15.amsi.org.au 



Discussion 

•  Honours Coordinators 
–  Catherine Greenhill (Pure) 
–  Shane Keating (Applied) 
–  Feng Chen (Statistics) 

•  Current Honours Students 
–  Peter Nguyen 
–  Chanduni Wijesinghe  
–  Aram Asatryan 




